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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT, 
MOSSLEY, 

February  7th,  1898. 


Annual  Report  for  1897. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  you  with  my 
Second  Annual  Report.  The  chief  facts  to  which  I 
would  call  your  attention  are,  that  the  general  and 
infant  death-rates  are  considerably  lower  than  they 
have  been  in  former  years,  that  the  zymotic  death- 
rate  is  higher,  though  the  number  of  cases  notified 
is  less  than  last  year,  and  that  the  birth-rate  is  near¬ 
ly  the  same  it  was  last  year. 

I  propose  to  adhere  to  the  plan  formerly  adopted 
of  dividing  this  report  into  three  portions,  the  first 
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containing  a  record  of  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  during  the  year,  together  with  the  rate  of 
mortality  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases ; 
the  second  consisting  of  a  detailed  account  of  the 
sanitary  work  done  in  the  district ;  and  the  third  of 
the  enquiries  made  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
district,  together  with  the  usual  tabulated  forms,  etc. 

1. — The  number  of  registered  births  during  the 
year  was  843,  178  males  and  165  females,  being 
slightly  less  than  in  1896,  which  was  352.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  during  the  same  period  was  189,  85 
males  and  104  females,  this  is  also  less  than  in  1896, 
which  was  219. 

The  natural  increase  at  the  end  of  the  year  being 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  154,  as  compared 
with  133  in  1896,  and  15  in  1895,  There  were  20 
deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  6  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  number 
viz.  :  8  which  died  from  diarrhoea.  This  gives  us  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  1*3  per  1000  population,  and 
105  8  per  1000  deaths. 

Of  these  4  died  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

4  ,,  Diphtheria. 

1  ,,  Typhoid. 

3  ,,  Whooping  Cough. 

8  ,,  Diarrhoea. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  23-8,  in  1896  it 
was  24*2,  and  the  death-rate  12-9,  in  1896  it  was  15 
per  1000  population. 
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The  number  of  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of 
one  year  was  39,  as  compared  with  54  in  1896,  and  58 
in  1895.  The  infant  mortality  being  113-7  per  1000 
births  registered  against  153-4  in  1896,  and  202-7  in 
1895.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Convulsions, 
diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  and  Diarrhoea. 

2. — With  regard  to  the  Sanitary  work  done 
during  the  year,  there  were  52  cases  reported  as 
suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases  ;  this  is  less  than 
in  1896,  which  was  76.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Noti¬ 
fication)  Act  is  not  in  force,  notification  being  purely 
voluntary.  As  several  cases  have  come  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  which  were  not  reported,  I  again  take  this 
opportunity  of  urging  the  Committee  to  adopt  the 
Act.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890, 
and  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  are  in 
force. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  notified 
cases  and  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  : — 


a  Diphtheria  . . . 

Notified 

Cases. 

. . .  7  _ 

Deaths. 

....  4 

b  Typhoid  Fever . 

. .  3  _ 

.. ..  1 

c  Measles  . . 

. ..  0  _ 

.. ..  0 

d  Whooping  Cough . 

....  0  .... 

. .  3 

e  Small  Pox  . 

0  . 

......  0 

f  Scarlet  Fever . 

...41  . 

.  4 

g  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

...  0  ...... 

.  8 
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This  makes  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  T3  per  1000 
population,  and  105-8  per  1000  deaths,  as  compared 
with  -9  and  63-9  in  1896. 

.52  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  and 
38  houses  were  disinfected,  and  although  in  one  or 
two  cases  there  were  two  patients  in  one  house,  yet 
all  the  infected  houses  were  not  disinfected.  In 
every  case  where  Infectious  Disease  was  reported, 
the  house  was  visited,  disinfectants  supplied,  and 
printed  instructions,  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  the  disease,  left,  and  in  every  case  notified  by  the 
tenant,  the  house  has  been  again  visited  and  disin¬ 
fected  with  Sulphur  and  Carbolic  Acid.  We  have  no 
apparatus  for  disinfecting  clothing  and  bedding. 

With  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  the  one 
we  have  most  to  contend  with,  there  were  41  cases 
reported,  of  these,  two  occurred  in  February,  two  in 
March,  twelve  in  April,  six  in  May,  seven  in  June, 
three  in  July,  five  in  August,  one  in  September,  one 
in  November,  and  two  in  December. 

In  April  the  majority  occurred  in  Upper  Mossley 
in  May  the  majority  occurred  in  Upper  Mossley,  and 
two  in  Micklehurst  ;  in  June  and  August,  Upper 
Mossley  and  Carrbrook.  In  1896  there  were  52 
cases  reported  of  this  fever.  As  this  Infectious  Dis¬ 
ease  is  endemic,  cases  occurring  practically  all  the 
year  round,  I  again  advise  the  Committee  on  the 
necessity  for  having  a  suitable  building  for  the  isola- 
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tion  of  such  cases,  as  the  May  Hill  Hospital  can  only 
be  used  for  Small  Pox.  At  the  present  time  there  is 
some  talk  of  such  a  hospital  for  Ashton,  and  if  Moss- 
ley  could  join  with  that  town  it  would  save  great  ex¬ 
pense. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Small  Pox. 

There  were  seven  cases  of  Diphtheria,  being 
three  more  than  last  year. 

There  were  only  three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
reported,  and  one  death,  as  compared  with  20  in 
1896.  The  case  which  died  was  not  reported.  In  the 
other  three  cases,  I  found  buried  slopstone  pipes  and 
complaints  of  stench  arising  from  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Water  Supply.  During  the 
last  two  months,  Micklehurst  was  supplied  from  the 
Yeoman  Hey  Reservoir,  and  the  water  was  very  un¬ 
satisfactory,  but  the  source  has  been  changed,  and 
it  is  now  supplied  direct  from  springs.  To  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  town  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  death  reported  this 
year  from  lead  poisoning. 

I  have  inspected  and  notified  any  insanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  district,  and  where  necessary  notice  has 
been  given  for  the  removal  of  the  nuisance.  I  have 
visited  the  registered  lodging  houses,  workshops, 
bake-houses,  slaughter-houses,  and  cow-sheds,  and, 
where  necessary,  have  ordered  the  cleansing  and 
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lime  washing  of  the  same.  I  have  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  have  ad¬ 
vised  on  matters  concerning  the  Public  Health. 

The  new  Sewage  Works,  on  the  International 
principle,  are  working  well,  and  the  character  of  the 
effluent  of  the  sewage  treated  there  is  all  that  can  be 
desired. 

3. — There  are  at  present  four  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  town,  and  except  for  the  fact  that 
Scarlet  Fever  is  continually  recurring,  I  think  the 
sanitary  condition  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 
The  Scarlet  Fever  which  occurred  in  the  summer 
months  was  of  a  rather  more  severe  type  than  last 
year,  there  being  four  deaths  from  it  at  that  time. 
There  has  been  a  slight  epidemic  of  Measles  in 
Micklehurst  during  the  last  month  of  the  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  has  been  greater 
than  usual. 

The  chief  diseases  of  the  district  are  Consump¬ 
tion,  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Heart  Diseases,  and  dis¬ 
eases  incidental  to  childhood. 

I  now  give  the  tables  of  Mortality,  Birth  and 
Death  Kates,  &c.,  as  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 
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Table  of  Deaths  in  the  Year  1897,  in  the  Mossley 
Urban  District ,  classified  according  to  age. 


Under  1  year .  39 

Between  1  and  5  years .  23 

„  5  „  15  „  6 

»  15  ,,  25  „  9 

„  25  „  65  „  71 

65  years  and  upwards .  41 


Total .  189 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-Pox .  0 

Diphtheria  .  4 

Scarlet  Fever  .  4 

Membranous  Croup  .  2 

/Typhus  .  0 

“  Enteric  or  Typhoid .  1 

>  -  Continued . . . 0 

^  Relapsing  .  0 

vPuerperal  . 0 

Cholera .  0 

Erysipelas  .  0 

Measles .  0 

Whooping  Cough  .  3 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery .  8 

Rheumatic  Fever  .  0 

Phthisis .  17 
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Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  .  38 

Heart  Disease .  23 

Injuries .  1 

Other  Diseases  .  88 

Total .  189 


There  were  10  Inquests. 


Table  of  Population ,  Births ,  and  New  Cases 
of  Infectious  Disease 

coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  during  the  year  1897. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres. .  3,929 

Census,  1891 .  14,162 

Population,  estimated  to  end  of  1897 .  14,750 

Number  of  Registered  Births . 343 

Increase  in  the  Population  .  154 


Notified  Cases. 


Scarlet  Fever  . 41 

Diphtheria  .  7 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  . 3 

Puerperal  . . 1 


Total 


52 
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Birth-Rate  . 

Death-Rate,  General. . . . 
,,  Consumption 

,,  Bronchitis 

,,  Pneumonia  • 

,,  Pleurisy  . . ; 

,,  H’rt  Disease 

,,  Infants  .... 

,,  Zymotic.... 


23-8  per 
12-9 
1-1 


1000  population 

yi  n 


2*5 


n 


1*5 

26 

1*3 


n 

5  5 
M 


> 


Infant  Death-Rate  per  1000  Births  Registered  113-7 
Zymotic  ,,  „  Deaths  ,,  105-8 


The  following  Sanitary  Work  has  been  done 
during  the  year  : 

At  357,  Lower  Road,  the  nuisance  arising  from 
escape  of  coal  gas  from  the  main  has  been  remedied. 

Nuisance,  arising  from  rendering  lard  at  a  pork 
shop,  remedied. 

Drains  in  Lancaster  Street,  which  were  made 
up,  causing  cellars  to  be  flooded  with  sewage,  reme¬ 
died. 

At  319,  Lower  Road,  buried  Slopstone  Pipe, 
remedied. 
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The  Effluent  from  the  waste  India-rubber  Works 
at  Heyrod,  is  now  being  filtered. 

Untrapped  Grids  in  Micklehurst  Road,  from 
which  offensive  smells  arose,  have  been  trapped. 

Overcrowding  in  house,  behind  Roughtown 
Tavern,  being  attended  to. 


The  following  is  the  Report  of  Mr.  Jas.  Haynes, 
Surveyor  and  Nuisance  Inspector. 

Sewers  have  been  made  in  the  following  streets : 


Holland  Street  . . 
Brunswick  Street 
Denbigh  Street  . 
Sydney  Street  . . 
Abney  Road  .... 
Andrew  Street  . . 
Cecil  Street  .... 
Tame  Street  .... 
Campden  Street 


273§  yards. 
26 
54 
69 
75 
142 

59J  „ 

36  i  „ 

52§  „ 


The  number  of  Pails  removed  from  houses,  mills, 
schools,  slaughter-houses,  work-shops,  fish-shops, 
and  Gas-works,  53,612. 

Number  of  Loads  of  Ashes,  and  other  ref  use... .3407. 
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In  the  six  Summer  months,  the  pails  were  re¬ 
moved  during  the  night. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Faithfully, 
JOHN  HEALEY,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


G.  WILLIAMSON,  PRINTER,  MOSSLEY 


